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cormmunity, the Blessed Sisters. The
chosen girls are well-treatad and
raised in the faith but as Marvem
approaches womanhood, she senses
something more unsettiing ond secret
about life on Oneweare,

The peaple of Onewere—basad on
Kiritati—may have a hard life but
they have survivad a holocaust where
S mactines fell from the sky,
buildings toppled and boats were
senk. . bath seq and soil Biiohbed.
Londan and Venice no Longer exist
but, thanks to the Apostles, life on
the island can continue, provided, of
course, that the Apostles’ needs are
met,

Once she has had her period, Maryam
is required to make the Crossing,
walking over a long causeway to the
Lord's sacred home, the Holy Gy,
whena she will serve the Apostles.
Since the Haly Gity, also known as
The Star of the Sea, 35 a metal strec-
ture ten Himes the height of the palm
trees, readers will quickly work out its
significance and why the Apostles are
all white-ckinnad,

Mandy Hager has created a plausible
and detailed community in the Haly
City, headed by the sinister Father
Joshua and his hard-eyed son,
Lazarus. There are complex relation-
ships amaong the tesming characters,
so it iz only gradually that Maryam
discovers the truly hormifying fate of
those who serve the Apostles, After a
failed attempt to warm the villagers
Maryam is returned to the Haly City
by her father and forced to seek her
own salvation. The scene is sek for
the rest of the trilogy.

The Crossing works on many levels.
An exciting adventure story in its
own right, it is also a post-holocaust
science fickion novel, offering a
Pacific Island parallel to such post-
apocalyptic skores as Bamand
Backett's Genesis, Jack Lasenby's
Trovellers series and Fleur Beale's
Juno of Taris. With its theme of
blood, it is a grim tale.

It is & cleverly-constructed dystopiz
whare no fact can be taken as given.
Marqaret Maky has rghtly called The
Crossing live 1984 for teonagers,
Oider teanagers should find it fresh
and fascinabing, Girls will enjoy the
strength and persevarance of Mangam
and Ruth, T only hope that boys can
ovarcome their traditional reluctance
to read about Female characters,
Intelligent readers will be rewarded
i= they examine parallels with mod-
ern cults, the fate of the Bounty
mutinesrs on Pitcaim, or even the
effects of the tourist industry on
native communities.

Trevor Agnew, Christchunch

By Bisbard Takl ® [ndtrated by Helen Taylor

I am a Delphin (2009)

Barbara Tedd, ill. Helen Taylor,
MNew Holland, 978 1 BRO8E 264 6
314,99 Fb

This rhyming test explains to young
children the characteristics of dolphin
species, ranging from the rare
Hector's dalphin to the misleadingly
named Killer Whale, or Orea dolphin.
The right amount of information is
contained in the verses so that they
suceessfully inform without being
overloaded with detail, The wonds are
supported by photographs and by
Helen Taylor's illustrations which,
while bordering on the anthropamaor-
phic, manage to convey an adequate
amount of realism. Hot all the verses
scan well, which suggests that plain
prose may perhaps have been a more
flexible a way of delivering the infor-
mation, especially as the need for a
suitable rhyme sometimes dictates
the content, It is not always clear
wivy some pages have only photos
and athars only drawings, It's unclear,
too, why facing-pages 22 and 23 con-
tain more or less the same informa-
tion, differing anly in their choice of
illustrative media, No index, but a
double page spread of additional
information called i you know?,
wiich is aimed at an older audience,
and a page of achivities for teachers
and parents to try with children. This
is a companion volume to [ Am a
Penguin and, despite its limitations,
worth & look,

Hill Nagelkerke, Christchurch

E3 Call Home, A True Story of
Godwit Migration and
Misadventure {2005

Jaret Hunt, Random House,

478 1 BGATS 276 3 £24.99 Fb

Sandra Marris first introduced young
raaders to the remarkable migation of
qodwits from the shares of New
Zealznd to the tundra of Alaska in her
painterly Godwit's Joumey (2004).
Janet Hunt expands on this earlier
story, recording the movements of
two of these resolute birds in €3 Call
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Home, wsing data from a research
project partnarship betwesn the
United States Geological Survay, the
Foint Reyes Bird Observatory
Conservation Science and scientists
from Massey University after concerns
about the transmission of viruses by
wild birds following the 2004 out-
break of bird flu.

In this unique study, 16 godwits were
fitted with transmitters prior to their
2007 migratory flights, Janet has
selected two, E7 a female whose
satellite-tracked, return joumey con-
firmed the amazing ability of these
small birds and became the subject of
international media attention, and
E3, a male, whose briefly tracked
movements mystified the scientists,
The story of these birds is attractively
presented with colourad photographs
of the birds and their environments
and clear diagrams of their flight
paths, On most double-spreads a bot-
tom frame containe additional tidhils
of facts about Birdlife at the Miranda
Shorebird Centre and more detailed
information about the qodwits and
their journey. This very appealing
presentation also includes websites
for interested readers to research
additicnal materal on migratory binds
and will hopefully lead many young-
sters to discover the remarkable work
of the Miranda Centre.

Warmly recommended for both home
and library collections.

Elten: Carter, Auckland

Eco-Rangers Save the Planet:
Earth-friendly Missions for Green
Kiwris (2009)

Maria Gill, ll. Vivienne Lingard,
Mew Holland, 78 1 80966 258 &
$19.99 Fb

Eco-Rangers adopts a personal tone,
speaking directly to the readers as if
they ame already part of a group of
young people taking charge of their
future and acting with anvironmental
conscience,

Via three main sections, Adt Loval,
Think Global and Be the Change, read-
ers are informed about the current

NEW ZEALAND NEW ZEALAND

HOVEMBER 2009

s
e

environmental issues facing us today
and what can be done about it
through a series of ‘missions'—savi
energy, create zerm waste and climate
change, for example, Each miszion
also has a Brom-trofr the olds section
where young readers arg, in the main,
provided with very simple sugges-
tions for getting their parents on
board—qrowing a vegetable garden,
purchasing energy saving [ght bulbs
and drying clothes outside are do-
able, but the suggestion far making
energy ot home from solar emergy or
wind paer is going to be unmanage-
able for nearly everyone, But this is a
minor quibble and it is impartant
that youngsters are aware that there
is an alternative to being connected
to the grid.

Thirk Global also incledes brief infor-
mation about some of the big issues
that don't immediately appear to
have an environmeantal connection—
over-population, war, disease &
poverty, for example. Every mission
also provides infarmation about Sco
Heroes—pzaple around the world
who have made a difference in some
way. Many of thess are children, and
thera are sevaral Now Zaaland exam-
plas, including schoals,

And for those of you who don't
believe in the global warming crises
being caused by humans, this issua is
presented in a very informative vet
neutral way, allowing the reader to
make up their own mind as o which
side of the debate they stand on.
Eco-Rangers 15 a termfic example of
non-fiction. It provides clear, accassi-
ble information and is well referenced
—vocabulzry included in the glossary
appears throughout the haak in bold
type, It also encourages the reader fo
think beyond the pages of Lext pro-
viding practical activities and associ-
ated web site addresses for further
stiidy,

Kighly recommended for individuals
interested in emviro issues and for
teachers planning an environmental
studies unit—it's a great place to
start.

Julie Harper, Faparoa




