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This book is so good that 1 want to
stand in the skreet waving copies and
shouting, ‘Buy it!" After a Bfetime in
schools and livraries, T know a gocd
non-fiction book when T see it
Rangitoto 15 not just good; it's eecel-
lent,

There gre plenty of books about vel-
canois; what sats Rangitoto apart is
its attractive approach and versatifity.
Marz Gill's text has a simple naretive
tunning aleng the bettom of cach
doublz-page spread, For eample, the
Grgen Facts section, a double-page
spread on the istand's plant life, s
writkan so simply that voung readers
can easily grasp il

ver time the scora on the islond
conls, Fems and lichens grow o the
rocks, The wind disperses seeds from
the moinlond.

A list of Hot Focts on the left margin
descrizas the way vegetation on
Rangitoto has developed over racent
centuries and e ole plaged by
birds, Emaller protos identify kidney
ferns, lichens, moss and pohutukawa
szedlings. A giossary stripped down
the right side defines such terms as
veqekation, farns and ichens. This
gives young readers the cheice of fol-
lewiing a quick namative or lingering
for detail. {This also means a wide
range of reading abilities can zlse be
accommodatzd.)

Each double-page spread offers the
same range of choices. The mzin illus-
tration for aach section i 3 hand-
some combination of 2 colour phato
and acrylic paintings by Heathar
finold. These place birds, Maon
hurters, prison-workers, feral cats,
haliday-makers and 00T st&ff into
their izland context, Theme ae splen-
did portrayals of the volcano’s cre-
ation znd development.
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Alse included are numenous diagrams,
maps, @ Maon song, a elevant Maon
legend, a volcanic cross-section,
many bird and plant facts and time-
lines. Tt is amazing how much is
packed im to 32 pages. This is non-
fiction writing and presentation at jts
best.

Trevor Agnew, Christchurch



